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the proof of it ? If I saw classically educated
boys flinging themselves afterwards with energy
and ardour into modern literature, history, philo-
sophy, science, I should be the first to concur in
the value of the system. But I see, instead, intel-
lectual cynicism, intellectual apathy, an absorbing
love of physical exercise, an appetite for material
pleasures, a distaste for books and thought. I do
not say that these tendencies would at once yield
to a simpler and more enlightened system of
education; but the results of the present system
seem to me so negative, so unsatisfactory, as to
justify, and indeed necessitate, the trying of edu-
cational experiments. It is terrible to see the
patient acquiescence, the humble conscientiousness
with which the present system is administered.
It is pathetic to see-so much labour expended
upon an impossible task. There is something,
of course, morally impressive about the courage
and loyalty of those who stick to a sinking ship,
and attempt to bale out with teacups the inrush
of the overwhelming tide. But one cannot help
feeling that too much is at stake ; that year by
year the younger generation, which ought to be
sent out alive to intellectual interests of every
kind, in a period which is palpitating with pro-